
From the Desks 
of Your 
Friendly 
Neighborhood 
Jedi…

TempleoftheJediOrder.org

At long last, we are excited to share this latest edition of TOTJO 
Times with our fellow Jedi!  

It is our goal to share news and happenings from around the 
Temple including updates from the Council and Clergy, recaps 
from the latest Jedi gatherings and recent topics in the forums.  

We’ll highlight one of our favorite sermons from the Temple 
archives and we’ll be including art and poetry from our 
members as well.

We’ll also be sharing a little about our history and the 
personalities that make Temple of the Jedi Order what it is 
today.

It is our hope as a staff here at TOTJO Times that this little 
project of ours will help us all be more informed Jedi and also 
get to know each other just a little bit better.

We welcome your feedback, ideas and submissions to make 
TOTJO Times better every single issue.  

We’re honored to present the Spring Issue of TOTJO Times and 
we hope you enjoy reading it as much as we have enjoyed 
putting it together for you!

May the Force Be With You All,

~ TOTJO Times Staff

https://www.templeofthejediorder.org/
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Near death gave me two opportunities to experience a 
connectionless and emotionless existence. This state of near 
death made me aware of the connections and emotions we all 
have. I started to experience the world in a different way. It made 
me very emotional and sensitive, closed off and turned me away 
from the goals I had.  Due to medical and practical reasons, I 
started to train myself in martial arts. I studied many aspects of 
Budo for more than a decade. I realized that I changed myself, 
and that it was not who I wanted to be. I joined the order in the 
hope to figure myself out once more.

Cayce

I found the Jedi Community in late 2015, during a period of self 
exploration and religious study. Jediism spoke to my core values, 
beliefs, and worldview in a way that nothing else ever had. 
Currently, I’m exploring the IP thoroughly, with a goal of 
becoming an Apprentice, and joining the Seminary one day. In my 
spare time, I loves to stay busy by learning new skills such as 
yoga, reiki, and meditation. My favorite hobbies include gaming 
(video and board games alike), along with tinkering with 
electronics and programming.

Dechlain

I joined TOTJO in 2010 and I am currently an Apprentice to Knight 
J_Roz. I am a Canadian, born in Brantford, Ontario, home of 
Wayne Gretzky...for those of you too young to recognise the 
name, think hockey. :o) I worked for years in retail before getting 
into healthcare, and now, between jobs, I am hoping to return to 
school in September. I’m excited to have the opportunity to be a 
columnist for TOTJO, and I look forward to working with 
everyone in this amazing community. May the Force guide you 
and protect you, always.

Dok

I am a healthcare professional and a recovering Catholic. I have 
focused training in chronic disease management, but I believe 
that health includes all aspects of a person’s well-being, including 
their spirituality. I try to be fairly easy going, but I have pursued 
Jediism to better enable myself to reflect on life and purpose. My 
hobbies include exercising badly and telling Dad jokes. I hope one 
day to put these skills to use in the Highland Games.



Goken

I began my Jedi journey in 2014 after watching Star Wars on May 
4th and remembering hearing once that Jediism was a real thing.  
After spending a few months perusing a few different sites I
decided to stay at the Temple of the Jedi Order.  I am currently an 
Apprentice to Senior Knight tzb.  I live in Iowa with my fiancee
whom I will be married to this September.  I loves motorcycles, 
martial arts, and comic books though not necessarily in that 
order.

Marta Lina

I am a Social Worker from Gemert in the Netherlands.  I joined 
TotJO in October 2015 looking for a place to study and to further 
understand my path, and found out very soon that I was a Jedi 
but never really realised that. My hobbies are my radio program 
on Poetry and reading and I am looking forward to working for 
the TotJO Times.  I am Apprenticed to Carlos Martinez.  

Rosalyn J

I joined the Jedi Community in 2012 at Temple of the Jedi Order. 
Since then my goal has been to uncover and learn to accept my 
authentic self and to help the world as much as I am able. I 
recently obtained a Master’s Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling 
with an Advanced Certificate in Psychiatric Rehabilitation which I
use to help individuals with mental health challenges reach their 
goals. I continue to learn and pass on the path as best as I can, 
adding to my teaching as I add to my learning.

Senan

I'm just another Jedi doing what I can to make the world a 
better place.  I’m an Apprentaice to Senior Knight tzb.  I've got a 
Bachelor's in Mass Media Communications and my day job is in 
commercial radio.  I'm a huge sports fan and I enjoy the 
outdoors.  Music is a passion of mine and I dabble in video 
editing and graphic design on the side.  I'm happy to serve TotJO
and the Jedi Community however I can.

Meet the Staff 
of TOTJO 
Times!



"The pillar of Knowledge is the most important of the three pillars you will 
study during your time as an Initiate.  If not for the histories of the Order 
recorded in our Holocrons, what would Master Mandibu know of the Force 
beyond her vague feelings? Without the diagrams of combat techniques in 
our archives, how could Master Vaunk know the proper way to instruct you 
in shii-cho?“ ~Taken from “The Jedi Path”

History is an important part of our lives. It tells us of things that have 
occurred in our past and teaches us how to move on into the present and 
future. It shows us both our greatest successes and our hardest failures.
In this article I wish to touch up on the history of the online movement. 

Jedi. “Over 390,000 people answered “Jedi” in the 2001 census for England 
and Wales and 14,000 in Scotland. This is more than the number of 
identifying Sikhs, and more than Jews and Buddhists combined.” So says the 
Census Campaign website.  In Australia more than 70,000 people declared 
themselves members of the Jedi order and right along with them over 53,000 
people listed themselves as Jedi in New Zealand.

Later in 2011, 176,632 described themselves as Jedi Knights as reported by 
The Guardian.

All of these very large numbers on Census aside, the views were greatly 
mixed.  Many admitted that they signed as “Jedi” due to concerns of how the 
census worked and instead of putting ‘Non-Religion’, an organized movement 
encouraged people to put ‘Jedi’ instead as a little joke. While these numbers 
were extensive and very impressive, this did not in any way legitimize the 
Jedi as an actual, legalized religion. That notwithstanding, ‘Jedi’ had been 
viewed as a religious movement online long before 2001 and continues to 
grow more and more with each passing day. 

Continued On Next Page…

Why did people answer “Jedi”?

 concern about how ‘religion’ data might be used
 a reaction against the apparent presumption of 

having a religion
 making a point about the way people tend to 

legitimize religion based on its antiquity or number 
of adherents

 because it was funny

http://census-campaign.org.uk/faq/jedi-knights/
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/dec/11/census-data-religion-jedi-knights


Memorable leaders such as Relan Volkun, Nightflyer, Mitth, Streen and many 
others laid the foundations and the structures of the online and even offline 
Jedi movement.  Let us continue forward and learn how these great founders 
started our history and how many others kept it alive and well to this day.

The Jedi were first mentioned in the 1977 movie Star Wars IV: A New Hope
and remained central in the five subsequent Star Wars movies, along with 
novels and games also based in the Star Wars universe. While these sources 
are entirely fictional, their creator, George Lucas, researched a variety of 
religious perspectives during their creation. Daoism and Buddhism are the 
most obvious influences on his concept of Jedi, although there are many 
others.

A few years after, Star Wars had stolen the hearts of many fans and entered 
into the vast aspects of media, the main movies, TV shows, books, comics, 
games and also the internet.  Some of the fans had gone so far as to create a 
roleplaying community where a small group wrote fan fiction stories together 
about Star Wars and the famous Jedi. Some also began to apply real 
philosophies, lessons and a scholarly agenda into their stories playing out 
fictional characters in a fictional environment with a very real ideology.

Along with the role playing communities, places emerged where members 
would write a section of a story, and have other members slowly build and 
add to in order to create one big story. There were also chatrooms. A notable 
chatroom was called the Mos Eisley Cantina.

With all these varying influences, creative, exploitative minds and people 
looking for a suitable place to ‘fit in’ some special members decided to carry 
things to the next level…

About the Author:
I am Trisskar, more commonly known as Kitsu Tails. I’m the Founder of Just Jedi.  I joined 
the Jedi Community in the year 2000, give or take a year. When I first joined the Temple 
of the Jedi Order it was nearer it's creation date of 2005 before it split and changed it's 
face. Back then it was a basic and might I say....somewhat chaotic design of a website.  
As such, I stuck around only as an Ambassador, sharing information about Jedi 
Gatherings and coordinating interested members.  I had duties all over the Jedi 
Community however, including the documenting of Jedi History. My presence at the 
Temple didn't become stable until mid year of 2014.  Today I am an Apprentice of the 
Temple and a stalwart Jedi of the Journey. May The Force Be With You *bows*



MadHatter

Initiate

Tell us about yourself…
I am a 30 year old college student currently 
using the GI Bill to go to school. I was born 
and raised in Connecticut but now live in 
Colorado. I am going to school for a major in 
Paralegal studies because I enjoy the law and 
think its a great way to help people. Other 
than that I tend to be a stay at home and 
read or play video games sort of guy. Outside 
of going to the range or occasionally hiking or 
camping I am a homebody preferring the 
company of my cat to seeing a movie or 
going to the bar. 

What brought you to TOTJO?
Well I have always had a love for Star Wars and some interest in Zen so when I 
stumbled across this place by searching the web I decided to check it out.

What keeps you coming back?
Mostly it’s my fellow Jedi here. They make it feel like a home. That and the 
training has really helped settle my mind and give me clarity.

What, in your opinion, is your favorite or most useful thing that you've 
learned in your time here?
The most useful thing I have learned is that nine times out of ten the answer to 
anger or hurt is: Let it go, in ten years it won’t make a lick of difference.

What's your favorite food?
My favorite food is a Sushi hands down. I gained a love for it in Japan and its 
hard to find good Sushi here in the States.

What is your favorite type of music?
That is a rough one as I tend to listen to music based on situations and 
emotions. If I want to work out I will listen to metal. If I want to study, classical 
music. If I want to pep myself up, pop or rock. 

What are your TOTJO related goals?
My goal is to achieve Knighthood and enter the Seminary here. I hope to be as 
good a guide to those that follow as those that have helped me have been.

https://www.templeofthejediorder.org/mytotjo/22059-madhatter/profile


Knight J_Roz was recently featured with her 7 month old 
puppy in her local newspaper as she and Obi Wan Kenobi 
are in the process of training to be a human remains Search 
and Rescue Team.  TOTJO interviewed her about their 
progress together in the following Q & A.

TOTJO: How is the training going?
J_Roz:  I'd say well. The problem is that he is a Border Collie, one of the most 
intelligent dogs on the planet. So he gets bored really fast. I have to keep re-
inventing the same thing I'm asking. Being that he's also so smart he's learned 
how to cheat. I have to make sure he responds exactly correct every time in the 
SAR work otherwise it could be bad further down the road. He keeps me honest.

TOTJO: Are you and Obi Wan still in the preliminary training stages?
J_Roz:  Yes he is just in the starting stage. We have started exposing him to 
materials and he has done exceptionally well. We see massive potential.

TOTJO: How will the training unfold from this point?
J_Roz:  From here he has to be working a minimum of three times a week on SAR 
stuff. However he still has to learn all the normal doggy stuff too so he'll be 
starting in agility, obedience, and will hopefully progress into therapy work as 
well. He's got to be a well rounded dog to be able to handle the work we are 
asking of him.  He already graduated from Puppy Kindergarten. ;)

TOTJO: What is the expected training period before being live in the field?
J_Roz:  That really depends on the dog and the handler.  Some dogs take years, 
some can do it in a few months.  I'd say average is 6-months to a year.  For Obi as 
of right now if he continues the way he's doing he will be operational by August. 
That's hoping that I can continue working hard with him.  He could still wash-out.

TOTJO: How has this training affected you personally?
J_Roz: For me it's about being able to give back to the community and help with 
some very serious life situations. Obi will be trained as an HRD Dog which stands 
for Human Remains Detection or Cadaver Dog. We are called in after the 
searchers believe that the person lost is deceased. That is a huge responsibility. 
It requires us to be professional and discreet above all else. We need to make 
sure that we are 110% on top of our game. If we are not when the time comes 
we could destroy evidence/corrupt a scene etc. Our job will be to find those who 
have passed on and help give closure to families.  Everyone wants to be the one 
to charge in with their tracking dog and become the hero. That's the fun stuff. 
Tracking dogs are amazingly brilliant to watch. Our job is much more sobering.



In December of 2015, an idea was sparked in the temple by our very own 
Cabur Senaar, based on the article "How To Build Discipline Like A Zen 
Sword Master".  He proposed a 100 day challenge, where a team of 
individuals would each make a serious commitment to complete a specific 
task each day.

The tasks were chosen by each participant, and varied from meditation, to 
exercise, and even writing. As science has shown, just like the wisdom of 
ancient Zen masters, building good habits take time. But, banding together 
with your peers, causing you to stay accountable, is an astonishingly good 
way to tackle what can seem like an insurmountable challenge at first.

This idea was so well received in the temple that five groups formed quickly 
to embark on the journey together. These teams designated themselves 
Team A through E, and contained over forty members! 

The challenge kicked off on January 4th 2016, and we just passed the 100 
day mark a little over a month ago on April 13th. Having passed the 100 day 
mark, we thought it'd be a good time to take a look back and see the results 
of the challenge. I reached out to each team captain to gather their 
thoughts on the experience, and hear what they had to say.

Was most of your team successful?  What did you count as success?  Were 
there major revelations when going through the program?

Cabur himself responded quickly, speaking of how excited his team (who 
renamed themselves Team Bombad) was, checking in each day with one 
another. His words best summarize their experience.

“I think we were quite successful. I am not certain who did a flawless run, 
but I remain very satisfied. Each day, I was looking forward to seeing all the 
check-ins. If someone got quiet in such a small group, we noticed. When 
they came back, it was a reason to celebrate. And if I saw updates that day, I 
knew I wasn't allowed to flake out. I know I relied on all of them. I suspect 
they needed me to succeed as well.” - Cabur Senaar

Continued on next page…

http://flowingzen.com/12930/how-to-build-discipline-like-a-zen-sword-master/


In addition, Loudzoo shared insight on how habits can be changed, and how 
this challenge did help him personally.

“Daily meditation (his goal) has now become something that simply 
‘happens’ – it isn’t a challenge anymore. Perhaps this is how the 100 days of 
discipline is meant to work – I don’t know. As human beings we are all, 
every single one of us, incredibly adaptable and capable of more than we 
normally realise. Our experiences in the ‘100 days of Discipline’ challenge 
underline this truth. It can be an effective mechanism for altering our 
routines and changing our habits. Perhaps even more importantly, it has 
been a wonderful way to make new friends.”

Both team captains paint an
amazing picture of the impact the 
challenge had on themselves, and
their teams. I think we all strive to 
make new habits daily, and if we
succeed in making one stick, it’s a
great achievement. Everyone who
participated in the 100 day
challenge should feel a great sense
of pride and success!

Finally, I’d like to end this look back by reflecting on the fact that while 
teams as a whole, and individuals themselves have crossed the finish line, 
many understandably have faced setbacks due to illness, stress, work and 
simply life in general. 

But setbacks don’t stop a Jedi in their tracks, and even though they may 
have had to start their count over, plenty of our fellow members are still 
working every day to master their discipline. As Loudzoo said when I 
contacted him, ‘When shall we start the next one?’

May the force be with you,

~Cayce



The TOTJO Times is looking for 
Staff

I wanted to let you all know that the TOTJO Times 
(our newsletter) could use some extra hands. If 
you are interested, reply here or send me a PM

Apprentice Slebo and his wife have had their 
orientation to becoming Foster Parents, and will be 
ready to take in a foster child in about 3 months.

Knight Mr.Bruno has good news on the employment 
front after looking for work since November 2014.  
He has finished testing and is officially hired!  He 
thanks you for your prayers and best wishes.

Apprentice Jack Troutman started a new and better 
job and also welcomes his first granddaughter. 

Knight Phortis Nespin welcomes his new 
granddaughter Inara.

Apprentice jake_sato has two exciting Jedi projects 
underway including the development of a Jedi 
Holocron to encapsulate all of TOTJO’s teachings, and 
his iJedi video series.  He continues to look for 
interested participants.

https://www.templeofthejediorder.org/forum/member-discussions/114228-the-totjo-times-is-looking-for-staff


On April 9th, members of TotJO: New York attended a meeting 
of Jedi: Empire State in the heart of NYC. Though the weather 
was less than amenable (here, we thought it would be Spring!), 
we adapted and overcame, having a wonderfully successful 
meeting!

We talked shop about Jedi philosophy, our respective 
Paths, how we applied the philosophy in our lives, and 
ended with a bit of push hands and lightsaber play.

J:ES will be hosting another NYC meeting toward the end of 
June, with another meeting in New York State proper soon 
thereafter. Anyone willing to make the drive is welcome and 
encouraged to attend!



From April 7th to the 10th, the California Jedi had our first gathering in 
Three Rivers California; smack dab in the middle of the (very long) state. It 
took me about 9 hours via greyhound to make it there, but I brought 
plenty of snacks and reading material. We lodged in an Airbnb (a home 
that is actually rented out for small vacations), which was nestled right by 
a calming river.

Several times throughout the gathering I marveled at how our small 
group (which numbered about three at the time of our first picture in 
2014, could expand to eight just two years later. That we would even be 
hosting a gathering is more than I could’ve hoped for. 

The California Jedi have a laid back personality and it showed through in 
the way that our gathering played out. The schedule was loose and the 
conversation was free flowing. We had conversations about motivation, 
leadership, apprenticeships, politics, and different aspects of Jedi living, 
none of which were actually part of any workshop. But we did have some 
pretty awesome workshops. I did a workshop on psychological first Aide, 
Kit a shamanic journey, Katie did morning Yoga, and Shamus, a visitor 
from Colorado Jedi did a workshop on his training which he calls 
“Humanis Major”. The food was also amazing. My complements to the 
chef. 

I didn’t come to the gathering “looking for something”, but I did form 
some pretty good bonds with people. I have learned to thrive on human 
connection. In some ways I have grown to need it. Human connection 
that I can go out and have coffee with, go out and train with, go out and 
serve with, is helpful as we apply the lessons the Force shows to us. I was 
hoping that some well-meaning person would take the reins and create 
something here in San Diego that I could reap the benefits of, but then I 
discovered that I am that person. This gathering motivated me to start a 
small group down here in San Diego, which I have dubbed “California Jedi 
@ San Diego”. Once I decided I wasn’t going to be afraid anymore, that I 
was going to go out and create something that I needed, the Force 
seemed to open up doors, where before I had seen only walls. 

For those of you thinking about going to a gathering, stop thinking and 
start saving and planning. Even if you go once in your life, it’s worth it.

~ Rosalyn J



Councillor Akkarin shared the release of Temple of the Jedi Order: 2015

In April the Temple released a book, Temple of the Jedi Order: 2015, which 
is available from our library. The work is a snapshot of the Temple as it 
exists at the turn of it's second decade. Many thanks to Edan and 
Avalonslight for proof-reading and converting the document into a PDF 
with navigation links! And many thanks to all those who contributed 
sermons (which make up most of its bulk). The aim of this work was to 
provide a useful resource for the Temple, containing information about 
our doctrine, practices and structure. It also includes other sermons and 
articles written by members of the Temple.

Book available here: 
http://library.templeofthejediorder.org/library/Jediism/TotJO2015.pdf

The Clergy has also been meeting to discuss several issues:

1.  Changes to the Clergy
2.  The Clerical Handbook
3.  The Assistant Pastor to the Seminary Vacancy

1.  There are many changes in the works that the Synod is seeking the 
clergy’s opinion on. One of which we brought up yesterday: the names of 
ranks and offices within the clergy. Many of those in attendance weren’t 
comfortable with our name choices, so it’s back to the drawing board on 
that one!  With the ongoing discussion happening within the forum, we 
hope to find something more in line with the mission of our clergy.

2.  Those seeking ordination within the clergy must now complete the 
Clerical Handbook. It includes such things as basic information about the 
person, the doctrine of the TOTJO, laws of the land regarding their duties 
as clergy, other useful or inspirational informational, and any 
sermons/rituals they have composed.

3.  The Assistant Pastor to the Seminary position became vacant, but has 
since been filled by Knight and Deacon Cabur Senaar.  We wish him luck 
in his new position and thank him for volunteering his service.

http://library.templeofthejediorder.org/library/Jediism/TotJO2015.pdf


Competent
Apprentice

Emotions are a naturally occurring part of the human experience, and quite possibly 
all parts of life experience emotions. As Jedi, we don’t put out our emotions like 
putting out a candle. Rather, we contain the flame, making sure it does not spread or 
go out.

This is personally a challenge I have been facing. To put it briefly, but extensive 
enough to understand, I have been fighting my anger which has been caused by 
frustration of not being understood. This caused me to do many rash things such as 
break devices, or break a picture frame, which all in turn were not pleasant to the 
hands. But, do I regret these things? No. I do not regret them because I cared not for 
those things or myself, but because I learned from it.

Every mistake I had, and still have, was and is no setback in all the improvement I 
have made. I look at what has been done, and look at only what I can do to prevent 
such things in the future, not beating myself up over my mistakes. The best way I 
look at my scenario is like a multitude of trials to show me what needs improved.

If I have learned anything from my scenario, it would have to be acceptance, 
forgiveness, and the will to move forward. Emotions are tools, and like any tool, it 
can be used as a weapon. Us Jedi must take these tools and learn the safety behind 
each one, sparing ourselves and others from dangerous operation of these tools.

I could sit here and tell you what I have learned about each tool-sadness helps for 
appreciation of happy moments, anger turns dissatisfaction into improvement, and 
happiness helps let go of the strain the use of the others brings. But, to tell you what 
I alone have learned of them tells you nothing. For few it may open their eyes, but to 
others they are just words. To truly know what I mean, and learn how your individual 
tools work, you must go through trials of your own.

The only help I, or anyone for a that matter, can give you is support. Support is the 
best thing anyone can receive in these trials. They may not be able to fight for you, or 
maybe not even alongside you. But, they will always be the ones to pick you up and 
tell you that there is more life left in you to keep fighting.

My master Darren, the temple as a whole, and my loved ones, have all been there to 
pick me up time and time again. Some days I come asking for wisdom and support, 
and sometimes it is there no matter if I ask for it or not. So for every person out there 
who is fighting the same battle, whether it is anger, sadness, both, or just cannot 
control how they feel as a whole, this message is for you.

Everyone has a battle, each to varying degrees, and for and with different things. 
Although, you are not alone. You are surrounded by many who face their own 
problems, and, to quote my master Darren, “…no one expects you to have it all 
together right now.” So worry not about being at complete peace, and more so with 
being better than you were the day before, and if you weren’t, try again.

May The Force be with you all.



We try to find ourselves, so we separate and we merge
creating a layer between what we are, what we want to be
and what we think we are, this is it, our surrounding shell

like hatching eggs, in the sunset, we could to wait till dawn
at given moment, when the first light comes to meet the day
unknown will step back behind the shadow of the world
rays of light will shape the day, and the night
duality will continue till all are merged in one cycle

there is no choice without an edge, no egg without a shell
like a fly meets the rusty lighted lamp
we can choose to switch off the light
and to save the fly in ourselves

instead it keeps flying, like a bat in the dark
and so we do, moving our choice around
through the edges of our imagination

we motivate ourselves, and find inspiration
we sacrifice and create room for change
we tell that what we find most difficult
and we all experience it undoubtedly
let the force be with your shell
our only edgeless edge
shining with you
Today

~ Aqua


